„ 4 
es. > 
* 8 
90 Wy. 


. 


18 . r 


45 42 wd bd 4 1 


* ms tee! 
ho Ba e 


” 25 1 t˖ 


x 


* 


arch 
lie » 15 


eneris ix. Die Marcii, 17 10. 


to Dr. Adams, for the Sermon by him 
Preach'd beſqre this Houle, yeſterday at St. 
Margaret's Weſtminſter ; and that he be deſir d 
fit th{ (Ime; / Nnaſor, Dr. 

f nt him thiere- 
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Preach'd before the Honourable | 


Houſe of Common 
AT 
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Thurſdy, MARCH 8, 199, ( 
| BEING THE [45 


Day on which Her MA] ES T V began 
Her happy REIGN, and appointed to be 


3 


| obſerv'd with publick Thankſgiving. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to Her Majeſty, 9 
1 | . yy 3 5 2 — Þ} 4 725 


TFrinted for Henry Clements, at the Half Mom in 
ql t. Paul's Church-Yard. MDCC XI. 
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King 110 be thynurſi ng Fathers, aud their Queens 
thy nurſing Mothers: they ſhall bow down to thee 
with their Face toward the Earth, and lick ap the 
Duſt of 99 0 Feet, and thou » ſl wr! that [9 am 
the Lord. 


| H E. chief End of the Prophecies which related 
to the Meſſiah were to comfort thoſe to whom 
they were given, to ſtrengthen their Faith to 
whom they were fulfilled, and to convince Unbelievers 
in all Ages of the Divine Authority of that Religion to 
which they are ſubſervient. 

But many of theſe Prophecies were not to ceaſe i im- 
mediately after once accompliſh'd, but to continue in 
Force in Aſter- Ages, and to ſhine forth again in parti- 
cular Perſons and extraordinary Emergences, to put the 
World in mind that it is ſtill govern'd by the ſame 
Providence, and to whom it is they owe their greateſt 
Bleſſings, chat they may be thankful and obedient ac- 
cordingly. +: 

The Promiſe in the Text is of this kinda ; it was fic "7 
fulfill'd when Kings embrac'd the Chriſtian Faith, it 
has fince been ſo, as often as they have prov d the true 0 
Defenders of it; it was given to the 9 J, when they 
were diſpirited under great Oppreſſio . Inguſtice, | 
to aſſure them, that notwithſtanding oi ſad. Circum- / __ 
B dance 5 F- . 
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ſtances at that Time, yet the true Church of God, 

ſpringing up from them in the Days of the Meſſiah, 
ſhould increafe- wonderfully in Number and Glory; 
this was never fulfill'd to — Jews, as a Civil State, 

they were ſoon after led into Captivity, and after the 
Return of the Two Tribes they were oppreſs d by the 
Syrian Kings, conquer. d by the Romans, and by them 
ſcatter d at laſt thro! the whole World, as they conti- 
nue unto this Day; wherefore it could only regard the 
Church which roſe from them, unto which the Gentiles 
haſten'd ſo eagerly, and of which their Kings at laſt 
became the chief Support. In order then to the un- 
derſtanding fully the Bleffing'contain'd in theſe Words, 


and how to apply it to our ſelves, I er oulerye this 


e in the following Diſcourſe. 


| I ſhall ſhew what this e was to o which this 
Promiſe was nee 

b 1 

Mt What i 15 contuln'd'; in OR Promiſe,” Fey in what 
Reſ eQs it has been fulfill'd ; and this being An- we 
ſhall more eaſily Gifcern, 5 15; 2 


III. What is impiyd wb requighd of the Faithful 
won this Account in theſe "Words, wm” ſhalt know that 
| 1 am the Lord. 


I. What this heh was, Cr. As BEV 90 
one Religlon in effect, by Divine Authority, from the 
l of the World; ſo the true * Church of God 


Seed, 


Hwaahle Florſe vf, Canin. 7 
Seed, Faith in the Meffiah, and has been ever ſince 4 
one and the ſame; tho contracted ſometimes into a 
narrow Compaſs, or ſuffering under great Calamities, 
tho' floating in the Ark, enſlav'd in Egypt, wandri 
in the Wildernefs, and led into Captivity; but ſtill 
God rais d up ſeveral Prophets to encourage the Faith- 
ful all along, to enforce and explain the former Pro- 
phecies which related to the Meſſiah, by new ones, till 
in the Fullneſs of Time that Meſſiah came, the holy 
Jeſus, God manifeſt in the Fleſb, himſelf a Few, according 
to that Fleſh, who choſe his Apoſtles out of ſuch of 
that Nation as look'd for the Redemption of Iſrael, 
commanded them to inſtruct their Brethren firſt, and 
then the Gentiles, promiſing to be with them and their 
Succeſſors to the End of the World; therefore ſhall 
his Church continue always in that World, tho perhaps 
not always in the very fame Parts of it. If it ſhould 
be ask'd by thoſe who would arrogate this Title to 
themſelves alone, or who labour to confound or de- 
ſtroy any ſuch, Diſtinction; by what Means or Signs 
this Church is to be known? We are told in our 19th 
Article, “ The viſible Church of God is a Congregation of 
«* faithfull Men, in the whtch the pure Ward of. God is 
“ preach'd, and the Sacraments be duly adminiſtred, ac- 
“ cording to Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that 
«* of Neceſſity are requiſite 2 tht fal... 
All which Particulars happily concur in the Church 

of this Nation as at preſent eſtabliſn d, where no nem 
Articles of Faith are taught, but only thoſe which arg 
plainly contain d in the Word of God, pure from the . 
Corruptions of Tradition or new Inſpiration; where 
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the Sacraments be duly adminiſtred, according to 
Chriſt's Ordinance, becauſe by Perſons properly call'd 
to that holy Office, becauſe without any Addition of 
Number, or ſuperſtitious Ceremonies ; and where the 
Faithful are inſtructed and exhorted to obſerve and 
receive them, that of the holy Euchariſt more particu- 
larly, not with Adoration, but with all the Humility 
of a contrite Heart, and with all the Gratitude of a 
thankful one, with that Fervency of Prayer, thoſe 
j holy Paſfions and Affections, which muſt fill the Soul 
* of every Chriſtian who has duly conſider d of that gra- 
5 cious and important Command, Do this in remembrance 
OF Nie. | 
Wherefore we may juſtly conclude that this is a 
true and ſound part of the Catholic Church of God, 
1 and that thoſe who are worthy Members of it are in 
1 the right way to Salvation, according to what God 
has declar'd in the Covenant of Grace; may the ſame 
God regard with Pity and Compaſſion thoſe that are 
not ! and forgive thoſe, even thoſe, who obſtinately 
and maliciouſly deſpiſe or oppoſe it! 
But while I am upon this Head I cannot but refte& 
with Joy, that this Honourable Aſſembly which is met 
together here to praiſe God for the Bleſſings of this 
happy Day, muſt do that more earneſtly, becauſe you 
are Members of that Church of which J am ſpeaking, 
3 and have been choſen more eſpecially by your Country 
1 to ſo important a Truſt for being ſo; may you 
= - go on ſucceſsfully in all your Deſigns for the Publick 
Good]; let no ſealouſies from within, or Artifices from 
without, divide or interrupt you; while every thing 
5 you 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons — 
you do tends to the reſcuing the Liberties of Europe, 
the eſtabliſhing your own Country's Happineſs, and 
the promoting of God's Glory. 1 $8201 « 


Il. I come to ſhew what is contain'd' in the Promiſe 
it ſelf, and in what Reſpects it has been fulfill d. 
The Promiſe conſiſts of Two Parts, the Kindneſs. 
which Sovereign Princes ſhould ſhew unto the Church 
of God, the Honour which they ſhould pay unto it; the 
firſt is included in thoſe Words, Kzngs ſhall be thynurſing 
Fathers, and Queens thy nurſing Mothers; the ſecond in 
thoſe, They ſhall bowe down to thee with their Faces to- 
wards the Earth, and ſhall lick up the Duſt of thy Feet. 


1. Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and their Queens 
thy nurſing Mothers. Theſe Words in the Original im- 
ply Fidelity and Truth in the Diſcharge of any Office, 
fuch as is the natural Effect of the moſt paſſionate Kind- 
neſs and tender Love, ſuch as is ſhewn by good People 
towards their own Children, or to theirs. whom they 
love and honour moſt, when committed by them to 
their Charge, as in this Caſe by God himſelf ; this was 

fulfill'd more eſpecially in thoſe Princes of the Gentzles 
which were converted to the Chriſtian Faith ; for after 
God had ſhewn that his Church could ſubſiſt, and in- 
creaſe to mighty Numbers, as it did for about 300 

Vears after Chriſt, not only without the Help of the 
Temporal Power, but notwithſtanding the dreadful 
Perſecutions which it ſuffer'd from it; He afterwards, as. . 
a Reward of this Conſtancy, and for the Increaſe of his 


own Glory, rais'd up the Emperor Conſtantine, in whom 4 lf 
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this Promiſe ſeems to have been literally fulfill d to the 
Catholic Church; and, as he was born in this Iſland, 
to this Nation in particular; and it is ſo remarkable in 
what manner this great Man proceeded upon this Occa- 
ſion, that 1 beg Leave to collect ſome Paſſages out of 
Euſebius * , who wrote his Life, and was an Eye-wit- 
nels of what he faith. * His chief Way, in order to 
promote and eftabliſh the Chriſtiam Faith, was by 


„ in the Empire, carefully avoided wherever he was 
* v concern d; when they were met (c) he exhorted them 
4 « to lay by their Animoſities, and conſult the common 
1 % Good and Peace of the Church; he declar'd unto 
them what particular Points he would have them 

* conſult about, and directed them to enquire without 
Delay what Errors were crept into the Chriſtian 
Faith; he requires expreſly (4) that decay d Chur- 
ches ſhould be repair d, others enlarg'd, and more 
built, as there was Occaſion; he was careful to (e) 


* from which they had been ſo lalely deliver'd, and, 
as the Blaſphemies of Arius began to ſpread, was 
% moſt diligent () to ſuppreſs them; and having in 
* theſe, and many other Reſpects, made God's Glory 
* the End of all his Actions; God to requite him (ſays 


and made him terrible to his Enemies, tho' not ſo in 
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; * Vide-Buſebiam de Vita Conſtantini. Edit. Vale, Pariſiis. | 
e Lib. 1. Cap. 44. & Cap. 51. (6) Lib. 1. Cap. 51. (c) Lib. 4. Cap. 41. 42. 
_— & Lib. 1. Cap. 44. ſupra. (4) Lib, 2 Cap. 45. & 46. in 4 Letter io Euſebius himſelf. 
= 8 Ka. S * 3% K leq. () Lib. 2. Cap, 63, 64, & ſeq. & Lib 3. Cap. 6. 
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4 (a) calling of Synods, (5) which Licinius, his Partner 


ſecure his People from that Idolatry for the future 


* the Hiſtorian) (g) bleſsd him with many Victories, 


[i 


& his. own Nature, but of the moſt gentle, "Mable; and 


« * gracious Diſpoſition that ever was; no Wonder then 
& that, as he ſaith in another place (b) the Maritime 

« Nations upon the Weſtern. Ocean, being deliver d 

from their former Evils, kept Feſtivals in Honour 


& of him; in Gratitude for his coming to the Crown, 
& (xe of this Nation he means to be ſure more eſpeci- | 


« ally, becauſe Born among us) ſtiling him the Conque-- 


« ror, the Friend of God, the Benefictor of Mankind, 


& and acknowledging umanimouſly that it was thre? 
© God's s gracious Goodneſs that fo excellent a Prince 
* had been rais'd for the common Good'of the whole 


World. 
In ſo many Reſpects did this arent Man devote 2 


nurfing Father to the Church of God; and Ido not 
queſtion but while I have been relating "theſe Particu- 
lars, every one here has had an Eye upon what is now 
doing, and been ſurpriz d to ſee the ſame Prophecy 
fulfilfd in the ſame eſpects at this Day, and Maw. 


fore I ſhall not ſtay to make any Application, ”' 


2. As to the other part of this Prophecy, namely, 
the Honour which the Church of God ſhould receive 
from them: They ſhall worſhi on thee with' their Faces to- 

wards the a and lick up the Duſt of thy Feet. They 
ſhall do Homage to Chriſt as their e Lord &: 
It being moſt reafonable that Kings ſhould! pay che ſame 
Honour at leaſt to the Lord of Lite and ew which. 
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- (6) Lib. 1. Cap. 47. 


* Adorabunt Sion propter eum qui habitat in " ſi enim Caput Ecclefiz Cites 
8 adoratu r in Corpore. Hierom. in loc. | 
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A Hermon preach'd before-the 
theiy Subjects do to them; this was ſaid with particu- 
lar relation to the Manner of the Perſian Kings, which 
the Fews were well inform'd of, in regard, I fay, to | 

that Proſtration, the touching the Ground with their | 

Faces, nay, kiſſing it, which thoſe Kings requir'd from 

their greateſt Subjects; ſomewhat anſwerable to this 

ſhould converted Princes perform, they more eſpeci- 

ally, becauſe they had ſo many Errots to repent of, 

and ſo many Mercies to acknowledge; they who had 

been us'd to bowe ſo low to their Idols before, ſhould 

do ſo now to a more worthy Object, to that Feſus, who 

intercedes for them, as well as for their meaneſt Sub- 

jets, at the Right Hand of the Majeſty on higb. 

2 The Papiſts, who ſtrain and torture every Text of 

3 Scripture to enlarge or ſupport the Uſurpations of their 

 _. Supremacy, produce this Paſſage among others for 

Kings being ſubject to the Pope, and accordingly re- 

quite them to kiſs their Slipper; and altho' this be, 

as they ſay, kiſſing the Croſs, which is embroider'd up- 
on it, yet this rather adds to their Pride than is any 
Excuſe for it; for how comes the Croſs, which they 
worſhip to the groſſeſt Idolatry, to be plac'd ſo very 

low? How ill muſt any Temporal Crown become that 
Head where the Croſs is worn upon the Foot? Well t 
may Princes be treated ſo inſolently, when the Emblem ; 
of our Redeemer's Sufferings, the Badge of our Salvati- 

on, is thus proſtituted, and that too by the Vicar of | 
ci, nay, by him who ſtiles himſelf + the Servant of I 
"2 the Servants of God. 5 | TE. 0 
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_ * ; + Thi u the Jiile the Popes have affelled (wbich, Hildebrand himſelf, or Gre ry VII. 
| 1 125 , the greateſt Thrant over Bmperors) fince their Uſurpations in —— wy ; 
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But to confider this 72 N the Digost oo 


of Princes is by no means leſſen'd by what is imply Yy 2 | i i. 


in the Words of the Text, the Honour they are requi- 


red to pay, is not to one Man, or any Body af Men in — 4 


any Nation, tho' ever ſo holy ; but to God alone: and 


this Honour they pay in a general Senſe, when all 


their Conſultations and Undertakings for the Pablick 
Cood, are ſubmitted to his Providence, and the Event 
of them is acknowledg d to depend upon him alone; 
when the promoting and ſupporting the Chriſtian Faith | 
is above all other Conſiderations, and all the Tome 
and Glory of this World is reckon d as Duſt, in Compa 
riſon of that Crown of Glory and Immortality which 
is reſerv d for good Princes chro the Merits of their 
ee Redeemer.. dre Ci 

But more carticularly is this Hog 1 bj: them 
whe they humble themſelves before the Throne of 
Grace, to Bemail the Sins of their People, to evert' ſuch 
Judgments as are due for them, and to implore Aſſiſtance 
and Succeſs to thoſe Arms which are intended only for 
the Rights and Liberties, the univerſal, Good- * Man- 
kind, and the Glory of 1 

And when thoſe Prayers are anſwer with 88000 5 
then is this Honour paid again when they haſten o 


the Temple themſelves, and in holy Gratitude and 


duteous Adoration inſtruct their Subjects there hew to 
praiſe the God of Mercy, the Lord of Hoſts, 'bow to 
publiſh with the Voice of Thankſgiving; and tell of all e 
wondrous Works. But what need I give partichlax In, 
ſtances? How many ſuch muſt -croud into your Me- 

mories ? How: often- with "RP own Eyes have you 
ITE een 
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ſeen this Prophecy fulfi lid in this reſpoct, as well as 
in the other, by that pious and religious Princeſs, for 
whole happy Acceſſion to the Throne we are now fo 


July praifing God? In order to the doing this effe- 


ctually, 1 come now, Thirdly, to ſhew, _ 


III. What is imply'd and requir'd of the Faithful, in 

thoſe Words, Thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord. 
To know God in any reſpect requires a Mind free 

from Prejudice, Intereſt, or Vain-glory ; and yet 


when the Mind is ſo prepar'd, how little can it diſco- 
ver of Him, and how ſlowly that little, by tracing him 
out by the Works of the Creation, or by following 
him in the Works of his Providence ? And therefore 
how much Time and Pains is loſt by thoſe who pretend 


to endeavour this, and yet reject Revelation? 

For there God meets the humble and inquifitive 
Soul, diſcovers himſelf to it, as much as Humane Na- 
ture is capable of receiving him; there we may behold 
him in the Wonders of his Power, the Deſigns of his 
Providence, the Beauty of his Holineſs, and the infi- 
nite Riches of his Goodneſs and Mercy through Chrif 


Feſus: In the holy Goſpel the Creator of the World, 


the Giver of the Law in Mount Sinai, ſhines forth up- 
on us as the Son of God, the Care of One Nation is en- 
larg d to the whole World, and the mean and momen- 
tary Enjoyments of this Life improv'd into the immor- 
tal Happineſs of the Life to come. In the holy Goſpel 


we may ſee the crucify'd Jeſs exalted to the Right 
Hand of Power, governing the World below, protect- 


ing his Church, and diſtributing Grace, 3 
N an 
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” Salvation to his faithful Servants; here then it is 
and here alone, that Man can know effe&tually and be” | 
1 that God is the Lord. 

But as this Title refers to his Dominion and Power 
more eſpecially, ſo God is known more plainly to be 
the Lord in protecting that Faith which is requir d 
in his Goſpel, eſpecially when he raiſes up good Prin- 
ces to cheriſh and ſecure it, and to recommend it to 
others by their Authority and Example. 

And as all beneficial! Manifeſtations of God's 
Power are proportionably the Manifeftation of his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; ſo in this Reſpect likewiſe 
way any Nation Bw that God is the Lord, the 
Lord their God, eminently remarkably ſo, in Compa- 
riſon of others, .in the univerſal Benefit and Advanta- 
ges which naturally follow from ſuch Bleſſings as are 
promis'd in the Text ; for if the Piety of a religious 
Prince increafes the Love and Veneration of his Sub- 
jects, if the Power of his Example leads them natu- 
rally to Virtue and Goodneſs, if theſe make them have 
2 greater Truſt in them, and be more fecure as to their 
Rights and Liberties, and more eaſy under the Exer- 
ciſe of their Power, if this promotes Protection on the 
one fide, and Obedience on the other, if all theſe are 
more eſpecially requiſite in a long and 2 War, 
and the Difficulties which: ri attend it; then all 
unprejudic'd People muſt know and 5 that 
God is the Lord in giving them fuch Princes, and 
praiſe and magnify him for doing ſo: permit me t to 
wo this 1 in ſhort as to theſe ſeveral Particulars ” 
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I. That the Piety of a religious Prince increaſes the 
Love and Veneration of his Subjects: This Tyrants 


can never find, becauſe they have not any true Religi- 
on; Injuſtice is the natural Effect of Infidelity, and 
they who give not God his Due will never give their 


And as for thoſe Marks of Authority which wait up⸗ 


on Sovereign Power, theſe may be uſeful for Reve- 


rence and Awe, but not for Love, not for raiſing that 


noble Senſe of Duty, that joy ul Impatience of Obe- 
dience which warms the generous and loyal Heart; 
theſe muſt riſe from the Knowledge of their Perſonal 


Qualifications, from their ſeeing them lead a better 
Life than moſt or any of their Subjects, from their re- 


flecting how long and how conſtantly this has been 


their Cuſtom; not affected for Shew or Popularity; not 
leſſen d by Increaſe of Glory, or interrupted by In- 


_ creaſe of Buſineſs; and indeed when can Majeſty ap- 


pear more venerable, than when it humbles it ſelf be- 
fore the Throne of Grace, when all the Pomp of the 
nobleſt Attendance, and all the Enfigns of Sovereign 
Authority being left behind, a devout Princeſs ap- 
proaches the Altar, falls down upon her Knees, lifts 
up her Eyes to: Heaven in humble and fervent Devoti- 
on! How muſt Pride be daſh'd, and Infidelity it ſelf 
bluſh at ſuch a Sight! But how muſt it increaſe Duty 
and Honour in every Chriſtian that beholds it! Not 


all the Triumphs of Conqueſt, not the loud Acclamas- 


tions of ſeveral Kingdoms, not the Congratulations of 


the Univerſe, can add ſo much to a Prince's Glory as 
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true Piety, for all this kind of Honour is ſhort and: 


tranſitory, but that which riſes from hence takes roy 


in every joyful Heart, ſpreads thro' the preſent Age, 
deſcends to thoſe that are come, cauſes: Joy. in Hea-: 
ven, and ſhall be eternally rewarded there. 


1 


2. A good and pious Prince's Example leads Men 


naturally to Virtue and Religion: Virtue is often ob- 
ſcur'd in private Perſons, and tho' it be diſcover d, is 
ſeldom follow'd in Inferiors or Equals, but the higher 


the Good are rais d in the World, the more conſpicuous 


is their Virtue; wherefore how publick a Benefit is it- 


when it is ſo raisd, as to be as eaſily diſcern'd amidſt: 
the greateſt Splendor of Proſperity,as amidft the great-- 
eſt Darkneſs of Adverſity; for then there is no Condi-- 
tion of Human Life which may not be the better for: 


it, and People will be the more readily: inclin'd to- 


1mitate it, becauſe Pride will be contented to acknow- 


ledge it; for the ſame Virtue which we cannot ſee 
below us or near us, we can make ſhift to diſcover 


tho' at a great diſtance above us, and indeed it is then 


more valuable, becauſe where there is all the Temp- 
tations to do evil, where the Means are ready, where 
Puniſhment is not fear'd, and Flattery entices on, Vir- 


tue is more of Choice, and more to be admir'd ; the 


Reſpect and Veneration which attends it (as I ſhew'd: 
above) makes way for Imitation, and good Subjects 


will naturally follow their Examples whoſe Commands 


they rejoice to obey: 


How manifeſt therefore in this reſpect is God's 


Goodneſs, how readily may we upon this Account. 
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alone know him to be the Lord. The Power of deſtru- 
ive Violence he has allow'd but to one Sex alone, 


but that of doing Good to the Publick in the ſureſt 
and nobleft way, he has given to both; both therefore 
has he rais'd to be nurfing Fathers and nurſing Mo- 


thers to his Church; let us ſtrive to ſecond their De- 


ſigns, and do Credit to that Church of which we are 
Members, by following Her Example who thus go- 
verns, defends and adorns it. LEE 


3. A Prince's Piety, his Juſtice, and other Virtues 


which come from thence, make his Subjects to put 


greater Truſt and Confidence in him, to be ſecure as 


to their Rights and Liberties, and eaty and fatisfy'd 


under his Adminiſtration; wherefore when God 


raiſes up ſuch Princes in this Reſpect alſo may he be 


hnown to be the Lorl. 1 
True Piety, and Juſtice, which always goes along with 


it, are the Publick Security; there may be great Qua- 


lifications in a Prince, which falling in with our own 


Pride and Ambition, ſurprize us with a ſudden Blaze 


and delightful Aſtoniſninent; ſuch as Courage, Con- 
duct, and Induſtry, attended with Succeſs and Victo- 
ry; but then they are not without very large A- 


| batements, for how much Money and Blood do 
theſe coſt! Even the juſteſt Triumphs are not to 


be obtain d without the Lives of many Thouſand 
Friends as well as Enemies; and alas, how often 
do the Widows Sighs and the Orphans Tears damp 


the Joys of Victory! "Tis the Unhappineſs of Man- 
- + kand to have Occaſion for ſuch Qualifications, and 
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tis upon the Miſery. of vaſt Numbers that chte 
of them riſes; beſides, how frequently haue thiny 
provd dangerous to thoſe that admire them moſt! 
How. often have Poverty and Oppreſſion erept in 
upon the poor Multitude, while they have been 
ſtaring at gilded Trophies and fine Infcriptions ! 
Whereas Piety with her Train of Virtues, Juſtice, 
Charity, Clemency, &c. are always neceffary, ai 
always beneficial, no Danger of — or follow- 
ing theſe too much; they can raiſe no Fear at all, 
and they cannot raiſe too much Love; when 1 
Prince is bleſs'd with theſe Virtues the Laus and 
Liberties of that Nation are in Safety, no Occafiors 
can there be of putting Caſes- of. Reſiſtance, wien 
it 15 ev s Suid Intereſt and Security to obey: 80 
great a Bleſſing is a religious Prince to his People; 
Let it therefore be acknowledged with Joy and 
Thankſgiving in how high a manner we enjoy that 
Bleſſing, in the moſt pious and religious Sovereign 
that ever worſhipped God from the Britiſb Throne, 
and becauſe She is ſo, has God inereas d the Truſt 
She has ſo well diſcharg d, by the happy Union of 
Her Kingdoms; Oh, may he do this All more and 
more, to the Relief of diftant Nations, to the ſettling 
the Ballance of Power at Home as well as Abroad, 
to the Security of the Proteſtant: Succeſſion, and to 
the delivering down our. Conſtitution both-1 in + Church 
and State, ſafely to all Poſterit x. 

But to know God to be the Lord implies thie nds 
cing this Knowledge into Practice, and that too in 
Ju) Reſpetts. as may. contribute beſt to the Continwe* 
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ation of theſe Mercies; I ſhall inſtance in one or: two 
of theſe, and conclude 1mmediately. ' oor 


A Sermon preach'd before ihr 
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1. By being ſtedfaſt in the Faith of that Church 
of which we have the Happineſs to be Members, 
careful to avoid thoſe Errors which would corrupt 
it, and to lead ſuch Lives as are anſwerable to the 
Doctrines of it; if we do not thus, we ftrive againſt 
God, when his Providence is moſt concern'd in our 
Behalf; in vain does he raiſe up religious Princes to 
<heriſh- and protect his Church, if we croſs their De- 
. Ggns, by catching at looſe Opinions, to feed our Vani- 
ty, or ſapport-our Vices; and this is molt to be fear'd 
awhen we are engag'd in ſo important a War: A- 
broad, and divided into ſo many Parties at Home; 
for as Error ſpreads it ſelf unperceiy'd, while Peo- 
le are moſt concern'd about their private or their 
publick Intereſt, ſo for its Security as it grows, it 
chuſes ſome Party in hopes of Protection, and then 
to deſerve that, -ventures as boldly againſt the Con- 
iſtitution as, againſt | Chriſtianity 3 hence is it that 
Deiſin and Democracy appear frequently together, 
and that Doctrines in Government as well as Re- 
ligion are imported from the fame Quarter, by the 
23 Admirers of Socinus, _ — po a0 ag 
=_ As the Papiſts are like to reap. the greateſt Ad- 
1 wantages of this, I muſt confels I cannot but think 
that they are much concern'd in it; the decrying 
Revelation, and talking of nothing but Reaſon, 18 
their own Method; they catch weak People by plea- 
ung their Vanity, and letting them play a little 
x wath 
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that is ſo fearful of Prieſtcraft is cheated by a Miſſion- 
ary, and from fancy'd Slavery and Impoſture runs un- 
der Infallibility and Supremacy. Wo 

It is by no means * to deſtroy common 
Senſe in the Name of R 
wherefore, tho even thoſe who have been confeſs d 
Papiſts, ſhall be careſsd and applauded for inveigh- 
ing againſt Religion, by ſuch as are half con- 


verted to Popery or Atheiſm by their Paſſions, or 


their Vices ; 1 hope every one that is a ſincere Pro- 
teſtant will be upon his Guard, and not run him- 
ſelf into this Snare, out of Intereſt, Diſcontent, or 
Revenge. 1 


2. Another part of our Duty, as the Effect of 

knowing God to be the Lord, in raifing up good and 
pious Princes, is, the concurring with them in all 
their Deſigns for the Publick Good, the contributing 
all that we poſſibly can to make them happy, by 
ying them a conſtant and fincere Obedience, by 
wing them all Reverence and Honour both in 
our Words and Actions; for if a Princeſs be al- 
ways employ'd about the Publick Good, if She 


„ 


affords Herſelf fo little Eaſe, but is ſtill watching, 


praying, or acting for Her People; ſhould not we 
ſtrĩ ve to contribute to Her Quiet who takes ſo much 
Pains for ours? What 8 what Vows ought 
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with what they call their Reaſon, till the Wretch 
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eaſon, and when this is 
done it is very eaſy to believe Tranſubſtantiation; 
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nor to make for the Continuance of fo important a 
Life? Why then ſhoul any part of it be loft? 
Nay, why ſhould 1 perhaps be ſhorten'd, by con- 

ſtant Additions of Trouble and Vexation ? | 
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Hlow humble is She in the midſt of Glory! 
How patient in the midſt of Domeſtick Afflictions! 
How ready to gratify the meaneſt of her Subjects! 
This ſure ought to be enough to ſecure her from in- 
ſolent Behaviour and ſeditious Libels : While People 
are + Hhoot ing their Arrows againſt one another, even 
bitter Words, even againſt thoſe that are neareſt to 

. Her; if any one ſhould glance againſt Her Breaft, 

4 who would not curſe the Hand from whence it 

= - caine ? > 3 25 * 


In a Word, if we do not demonſtrate that we know 
God to be the Lord by the Duty and Honour which 
we pay to good Princes, we ſhall be forc'd to know 
that be is ſo by his puniſhing and ſcourging the 
lngratitude of a baſe and inconſtant Nation. 


Laſtly, To prove that we truly know God to be 
the Lord in all the Refpe&s above-mention'd, let us 
praiſe and magnify his holy Name for all his Mer- 
cies to theſe Kingdoms, and as the means of all, 
for raiſing up Kings and Qucens to be nurſing Father's 
and nur ſing Mathers to his Church, for Her efpecially 

who is moſt truly ſo; for ſupplying the Loſs of this 
Day, which ſome were of Opinion would never 
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have 


have been done, by ſo glorious. a Succeſſion on to the 


Throne; by carrying on ſo far what he had but 
begun before, and by ſhewing us that Piety is in- 
8 in what Sex ſoever; that as Spain ſunk 
under one nurſing Mother of our Church, ſo France 


is reduc'd ſo low under another: O may He ſoon 
finiſh this Work, that we may contemplate and 
imitate thoſe Virtues in- a ſolid Peace, which: we 
have found ſo beneficial to us in a laſting War; 


and may this happy Day return often to us, nay, 


to our Poſterity, with new Additions. of Joy,. new. 
Occaſions of Thankſgiving ! 


To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Hl, 
Gboſt, be all Her and Glory, &c. | 
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